such a system for verification of transit
shipments, independently of the
specific target markets. Yet country-
specific, incompatible local systems
would make integrated defence activ-
ities very difficult.

The latter scenario - each country hav-
ing its own system - is not attractive for
globally active suppliers in the tobacco
industry for two reasons.

Integrated but flexible

With nationally-mandated solutions,
specific coding and/or labelling equip-
ment will be required on the produc-
tion lines. This can be seen in the phar-
maceutical industry where, after the
packaging process, a multitude of label-
ling and printing systems have to be in-
tegrated into the lines to fulfil all of the
various national coding and labelling
requirements. Additionally, the data

handling and database infrastructures in
the manufacturing plants must be able
to support the assorted requirements of
the various local solutions, making them
expensive and complex.

The tracking systems will be optimised
to suppress contraband. Protection
against counterfeiting, a manufacturer’s
key objective, will be of second priority.
Thus, the cost of the defence systems
will have to be borne by the producers,
even if the benefit to them is only
minor.

The consequences will be that only
limited protection can be established;
leaving a comprehensive defence sys-
tem a dream. Local implementations
which have been carried out in Turkey
and California prove that this kind of
perspective is not fiction. This kind of a
constellation will result in a limited level
of protection, leaving a variety of loop
holes for sophisticated crime organi-
sations to exploit and strengthen their

brand protection

business. Is that really what we want?
A comprehensive global approach is
preferable so that the flow of goods can
be monitored with a single, standard-
ised tool set. However, such a system
has to provide enough flexibility to
cover the individual needs of its stake-
holders. The outline for this type of in-
frastructure can be accomplished by de-
fining just two elements.

First, a harmonised coding recommen-
dation based on global ISO/GS1 stan-
dards to provide the rationale for coding
inner and outer packages needs to be in
place. With this kind of regimentation,
the universal readability of codes and
the interpretation of their content can
be ensured.

Guarding against spoofing

Next, the ownership of the serialised

data must remain with the manufacturer »

HM
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MQM Marquardt Maschinenbau GmbH

Hermann-Ritter-Strasse 108, 28197 Bremen

Phone (+49) 421-52 18 70, fax (+49) 421-521 87 15
E-mail: info@MQM-Bremen.de

Internet: www.MQM-Bremen.de

General Manager: Dieter Marquardt

Overhauling of combined packaging machinery, cigarette and
filter production combinations, tobacco processing plants.
Product support by highly qualified employees, reconditioning
of machinery, e.g. for adjustments, in packaging size and for-
mats. World wide installation of machinery. Development of
new machines. Retail and purchase of machinery, spare parts
supply. Qualified personell for all types, including Focke, GD,
Molins, Hauni, Schmermund, Sasib.
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